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Agenda
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The Vanishing Voter

Two Questions:

ǒ How do the media frame democracy at work? Or,

ñDo the people see themselves represented in their 

diversity or is reporting on politics focussing only on those 

in power?ò

ǒ Popper defined democracy as option to óvote outô ïto do 

so, alternatives need visibility
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What you know of Pisa
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And what is really there
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German MediaU.S. Media

Ratings:

More negative than positive news

More positive than negative news

Equal share of positive and negative news

Amount of Coverage:
U.S Media: N= 166.384 statements

German Media: N= 380.820 statements 

Significantly different perceptions on international business
2001-2003: Rating of international business in U.S. and German Media



7Basis: 42,273 / 63,894 / 99,035 / 8,123 reports about companies, industries and managers

Positive

Balanced

Negative

Business coverage in Les Echos, FT, WSJ US & Business Day

Evaluation of business by world regions ð01-05/2013

Wall Street media present different world views for investors
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select

understand

code

ÅAll news stories in print or broadcast 

media (TV News Shows, TV 

Magazines) are analyzed on the story 

level for the main topics and 

protagonists. Analysis of political 

coverage is based on the individual 

information units in the story.

ÅThe information is evaluated on the 

statement level.  All information given 

about the party or the politician is 

coded as a new individual statement.

ÅEach coded statement contains:  a

person/party, the party unit, topic, +/-

rating and source of the 

statement/rating. As data is analyzed, 

if any part of a statement changes 

(i.e. the topic) a new statement has to 

be coded.

ÅData are checked through tests, 

coders are trained daily.

Dailies, weeklies, TV news, magazine programs, online media

Our method: Ongoing scientific media content analysis
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Most divisive partisan issues barely visible on U.S. TV

0% 20% 40%

Reducing influence of
lobbyists

Viability of Medicare

Improving infrastructure

Improving education

Reducing crime

Dealing with global warming

Dealing with poor

Reducing healthcare costs

Increasing gun control

Protecting the environment

Issues with the largest partisan opinion gaps*

Basis: 98692 stories on ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX news programs, January 2011-June 30, 2013

* http://www.people -press.org/2013/01/24/deficit -reduction -rises-on-publics-agenda-for -obamas-second-term/

Environmental regulation

Educational system

Medical aid

Infrastructure

Health policy/system

Welfare

Climate/global warming

Gun laws

é

Violent crime in general

Public budget

Weather Catastrophes

International conflicts

Election campaigns

0% 1% 2% 3% 4%

Visibility of issues

Share of all storiesRepublican-Democrat opinion gap

http://www.people-press.org/2013/01/24/deficit-reduction-rises-on-publics-agenda-for-obamas-second-term/
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Few issues stand out above party politics
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Basis: 305,930 reports on ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX news programs 2005-June 30, 2013

Business
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Coverage of U.S. economy by year

Number of reports on the economy Media tonality

Basis: 19806 reports on the U.S. economy as a protagonist on ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX news programs

Awareness level
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Democracy and the Media, 2006-2011

Visibility of governments and parliaments in international TV news

TV news devalues parliament on a long-term basis
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Democracy and the Media, 2006-2011

Tone of coverage of governments and parliaments in international TV news

Neither in favor of government nor parliament 

-83%
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Democracy and the Media, 2006-2011

Visibility of governments and parliaments in international TV news

The focus on governments seems to be everywhere




